
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

 
BP AND EVA ROWE REACH SETTLEMENT WITH BP  

IN TEXAS CITY REFINERY EXPLOSION LAWSUIT 
 

Agreement to aid education, health care and worker training and safety 
 
Galveston, TX � (November, 9, 2006) � BP, Eva Rowe and her attorney Brent Coon, Brent 
Coon & Associates, announced today they had reached a settlement in Miss Rowe's lawsuit 
over the death of her parents, James and Linda Rowe, in the BP oil refinery explosion in Texas 
City, Texas, on March 23, 2005. 

The settlement called for the release of seven million pages of sealed corporate documents that 
would have been presented during trial. Without the efforts of Mr. Coon in achieving this 
agreement, those documents would never been released into the public domain and complete 
justice would not have been achieved. 

The settlement also mandated that at least $30 million in charitable donations be made to three 
foundations and $1 million each to St. Jude�s Children�s Hospital and to create a college 
scholarship foundation for the Hornbeck, Louisiana school district. Linda Rowe taught at 
Hornbeck High school before working at the BP Texas City plant. Ms. Rowe also received an 
undisclosed financial settlement. The three foundation donations were: 

• A $12.5 million donation to the Texas A&M University Mary Kay O�Connor Process Safety 
Center, in memory of all 15 people who died in the Texas City explosion. The Center was 
established in 1995 in memory of Ms. O�Connor who was an engineer killed in a Texas City 
refinery explosion. Ms. Rowe selected the O�Connor Center to help further its work in 
improving refinery safety. 

• A $12.5 million donation to the University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston, Truman G. 
Blocker Adult Burn Unit, in memory of all 15 people who died in the Texas City explosion. 
Victims of the explosion were treated at this facility. 

• A $5 million donation to The College of the Mainland, in Texas City, for safety and process 
technology training for refinery and chemical plant workers, in memory of all 15 people who 
died in the Texas City explosion. Ms. Rowe wanted to promote education and training of 
students seeking careers in refinery and chemical plant safety and process technology. 

• In addition, BP agreed to match up to $2 million each for any donations made by individuals 
during the subsequent six months to Texas A&M, UTMB or College of the Mainland 
programs, a potential $6 million in additional donations. . 

• A payment will also be made to Miss Rowe, but that figure will not be disclosed. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

 
FIRST LAWSUITS FILED AGAINST DR. PETER LA FURIA IN LAKE CHARLES 

VIDEO VOYEURISM CASE 
 
 
 

New Orleans, LA � May 11, 2007 � Julie Jacobs and Lawrence Gettys, attorneys with Brent 
Coon & Associates in the New Orleans and Baton Rouge Louisiana offices, announced they 
have filed lawsuits on behalf of three of Dr. La Furia�s former patients. 
 
 Dr. La Furia was booked by Lake Charles, Louisiana police after investigators seized 
cameras, thirteen computers, additional hard drives and hundreds of CDs from the 
gynecologist�s office. 
 
 Ms. Jacobs stated that the firm would not immediately release the names of the patients 
it is representing. 
 
 Former patients of Dr. La Furia wanting additional information on their legal rights should 
contact either Ms. Jacobs or Mr. Gettys at 800-559-9171 or visit www.mysafetyrights.com. 
 
About Brent Coon & Associates 

Brent Coon & Associates was founded in 2001. Today, with 20 offices spanning the country, it is 
one of the largest trial law firms in the nation and the epitome of the 21st century law practice. 
Brent Coon & Associates employs over 60 aggressive litigators, with solid experience in 
individual and complex multi-party, occupational/environmental, health and personal injury 
cases. The majority of the firm�s cases are referred from attorneys who have confidence in the 
firm�s integrity, expertise and solid work ethic. For more information, visit www.bcoonlaw.com. 
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 
 

BRENT COON & ASSOCIATES WINS MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR LAWSUIT 
AGAINST PFIZER INC. 

 
May 16, 2007 � Philadelphia - A Philadelphia jury held Pfizer Inc. (NYSE:PFE) failed to 
properly warn New Jersey plaintiff Merle Simon of the breast cancer risk of its hormone 
replacement therapy drug Provera.  Pfizer was ordered to pay $1.5 million in damages.  This 
was the first hormone therapy case in the nation to involve Pfizer, and the jurors found that the 
warnings on breast cancer in Provera were inadequate.  
 
 Merle and Stephen Simon of West Orange, NJ brought the case seeking to hold 
responsible both Wyeth Pharmaceuticals (NYSE:WYE) and Pfizer for their insufficient labels on 
their hormone therapy products Premarin, Prempro (Wyeth) and Provera (Pfizer). James A. 
Morris, Jr. and Brian Ketterer, of the Philadelphia offices of Brent Coon & Associates, a national 
law firm headquartered in Beaumont, Texas, represented the Simons in this trial against Wyeth 
and Pfizer.   
 
 Both plaintiffs sat in the courtroom every day for the four weeks of trial.  Mrs. Simon took 
hormone replacement therapy from 1992-2002 and discontinued use of the drugs when she 
was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2002.  While Wyeth escaped liability, the Simons were 
pleased the jury recognized that Pfizer's negligent conduct and inadequate warnings. 
 
 Mr. Morris stated, "We believe this verdict is a good one and the jury's verdict confirms 
our thoughts all along.  While we are disappointed about the verdict with regards to Wyeth, the 
jury may have felt differently had we been able to present all of our evidence against Wyeth.  
However, we believe this is an incredibly important verdict for women's health.  We remain 
committed to continuing to try these cases." 
 
 This is the third case to go to trial in Philadelphia.  In the first two cases, Pfizer was not a 
defendant, and Wyeth was found liable in both cases. 
 
About Brent Coon & Associates 
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